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BAND FAQ
This page is intended to address FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) of students and parents
regarding participation in the Marching Band Program at Mount Mansfield Union High School. 
This does not address EVERY question, however, if you do not find your answer here, PLEASE
contact Mrs. Bauer. 
 

Do I have to be in the Marching Band?
Yes, it is curricular and graded, the skills we use in and outdoors are related.  IN FACT, the
experiencing of music in a physical way as is the case in marching band promotes more
complete rhythmic and physical proficiency on your instrument. Dalcroze Theory of Music
Education is predicated upon feeling and sensing musical theories and concepts through
motion and physical activity. We are the only Field Marching Band in Chittenden County,
Vermont and we are proud to offer such a varied curriculum in band. This is a great
opportunity for learning and giving back to our communities. The season is super short!
 
I do a lot of extracurriculars.  Can I do Marching Band?
Yes, while having to manage your time, Mrs. Bauer and the Coaches work to make multiple
opportunities available to every student willing to commit to the requirements of both activities. 
In our school, concessions have to be a part of the question.  "CAUTION" - Multiple activities
are strenuous with regard to each student's individual schedule but it IS possible to make it
non-stressful for all involved and to participate in both events. If told in advance we can work
on a solution.
 
I play football and other sports.  Can I do Marching band?
All students are required to participate in marching band for the first quarter.  The schedules
while comprehensive overlap less than the other levels of participation in sports.  Exemptions
are available for students on a Varsity team.  We do, however, have had students do both sports
and marching band with minimal conflict.  With the exemptions students can do band.
  
When does Marching Band start?
Marching Band begins immediately at the start of school. Unfortunately, we only get about
32.5 hours of rehearsal time during class time without a band camp. Marching bands typically
have 300+ hours before their first rehearsal. We need an intensive focused time to learn the
drills (field formations) which needs to be done prior to any moving while performing can
occur.  The music for the upcoming field show is completed and handed out during the first
days of school. We run music during classroom time, field fundamentals and drill work. This is
all done during the school day, two Saturday short rehearsals (IF NEEDED and everyone will
be notified well in advance) and rehearsals right before the home games. MMUsic has THREE
different band sections and all sections need to rehearse together~If a rehearsal is needed due
to lack of time during classes (ie, discipline, weather or class cancellations due to field trips),
the Saturday rehearsal/s are imperative to make the band successful.



Is there a Calendar?
YES!  It was emailed over the summer (to the current MMUsic students) but slight changes
have been made with dates added and times changed since. While we try not to make quick
changes, sometimes it is unavoidable due to weather or changes in the athletics schedule and
the like.
 
If I have a conflict for a game, what do I do?
We have an attendance policy that outlines what each member is expected to do when a conflict
or absence occurs. Please read the attendance policy in this handbook.  Sports overlaps and
conflicts are common and if they happen you will have an opportunity to make up the grade by
submitting a recording/video so you can be assessed just like the performance. If you have any
special circumstances that the policy does not address effectively, PLEASE contact Mrs. Bauer.
   
I play Guitar/Bass/Piano/Banjo/Ukulele.  May I be in the Marching Band?
Only if you can play a band instrument in addition to one of these instruments such as:
Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Bassoon, Trumpet, French Horn, Trombone, Baritone Horn, Tuba
or Percussion. However, sometimes we can make accomodations for the year, or pick music
that has these instruments. Please see Ms. Bauer if you play one of these instruments and are
interested.
   
Are there lessons/sectionals for students in band at the High School?
They will be scheduled IF NEEDED during PAWS periods. Lessons are mandatory if
scheduled for all students in Marching Band (1st Marking Period) that play an instrument and
for all students enrolled in band class. Lessons may be called into play if students are not
learning their music outside/inside of class. Students will have ample time to make schedule
changes to accommodate those lessons. Students may be exempt if they study privately and
lessons are ongoing.



Mount Mansfield High School Marching Band
Attendance Policy

Excused Absences/Lateness
If a student needs an excused absence for a performance a parent email or note must be submitted
two weeks before a performance. It may be requested that the student find an alternative solution
for their absence.

Notification of absence/s
Any time before the two week period (14+ days in advance):
A letter or email is required from parent (Even if the student is 18 years of age)-If told that student will be missing an
event before two weeks of graded event, grades will not be affected but the student will receive a NA (not a numeric
grade)-A makeup recording/video will be required within a two week period after the graded performance in order to
change the NA to a grade. After the due date, if the assignment isn’t turned in the NA will turn to a 0%

Two week prior (13-7 days in advance):
If told that student will be missing an event during the two weeks before, grade will be affected by 50%-A makeup
recording/video will be required within 7 to 13 days. After the due date, if the assignment isn’t turned in the NA will
turn to a 0%.
One week prior (7-1 day in advance):
If told that student will be missing an event during the week before, grade will be affected 100% and student will
receive a 0%-In order to change this grade a makeup recording/video is required within 24 hours of the performance
missed. After the due date, if the assignment isn’t turned in the NA will turn to a 0%

No notification is a 0% and no makeup opportunity.

Please note that sports and music may collide with scheduled changes throughout the year.
If that happens, a meeting with the parent, student and activities director will be warranted to make sure that the

decision made is appropriate for all events involved.
Uniform handout/Marching Band dates (Are GRADED performances) any conflict/s please

contact Mary Bauer as the absence greatly affects the drill
(You will receive weekly emails, updates, social media info and itineraries before each event)

PLEASE refer to the 2021-2022 Instrumental Handbook for dates
Send Mrs. Bauer dates of possible conflicts via email:

mary.bauer@mmuusd.org
__________________________________________________________________________

I have read and understand the Mount Mansfield Union High School Marching Band attendance
policy.

Student Name_______________________Signature_________________________Date______

Parent/Guardian_____________________Signature_________________________Date______

DUE DATE SEPTEMBER 1st(B day)/2nd(A day)
THIS IS YOUR FIRST CLASSROOM GRADE



Uniform handout night will be September 8th & 9th 5:00
pm-8:00 pm

Mount Mansfield Union High School Marching Band
Uniform Pieces and Cleaning Instructions

School Supplies:
Shako Hat
Navy Blue or White Plume
Navy Blue Jacket
Silver Sequin sash
White Bibs
Gauntlets for wrist
You need to purchase:
One Pair of WHITE Marching Shoes-School will purchase after all the
money is collected
One Pair of WHITE socks, Crew length or Longer (No ankle socks)

STUDENTS WILL BE RESPONSIBLE TO DRY CLEAN AND TURN IN WITH
PLASTIC/NAME LABELED AND CLEANER RECEIPT ON THE HANGER.

DEADLINE IS JUNE DURING LAST WEEK OF SCHOOL.



2021-2022 MMU Marching Band Uniform
Information sheet

For student record only
Item (Replacement Cost) Issued #-size Returned
Bib Pants ($49.95)
Navy Jacket ($241.00)
Sequin Sash ($32.95)
Gauntlets ($17.95)
Shako Hat ($39.95)
Plume ($19.00)

Flag girl Uniform ($90.00)
Flag Pole ($15.00)
Flag ($35.00)

Please know that if you damage or lose any piece (s) you are responsible for the
replacement cost of the item (s).

STUDENTS WHO LEAVE UNIFORMS ON THE FLOOR, HANGING
ON CHAIRS OR CRUMBLED UP IN LOCKERS WILL BE

CHARGED A CLEANING FEE



SHOE PURCHASE FORM
Please return this form by September 1st (B day) & 2nd (A day) 2021

The Mount Mansfield Union High School Music Program provides the vast majority of materials
needed for the Marching Band program. We supply uniforms, large instruments such as tubas,
mellophones, drums, music and transportation if needed.
Not supplied are shoes because of health reasons. Like the athletic teams, there are items that the
students must purchase. Please fill out the information below concerning these items.

If you have a financial need please do not hesitate to contact Mary Bauer~All inquiries are
confidential.

Name of Student_____________________________________________________________

SHOES SIZE PRICE

Sizes should be in half or full sizes
(1/2 sizes are not available above size 12 for men, 10 women)

Band Shoe DINKLE GLIDE MODEL WHITE Cost: $27.95 _______ ______
(Available in wide widths through size 12)
Shipping Cost: $2.50 ______

Flag TEAM TO BE DETERMINED BY TEAM/COACH BASED ON UNIFORM

Please make checks payable to MMUsic Total Amount
Enclosed $___________


